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Free Mixed Media Art Supplies Compatibility Chart
Published by Nela Dunato on March 6, 2024 in Art, Freebies, Tips for creatives

Behold: the most detailed free art mediums compatibility reference! The chart shows how different art mediums interact together and whether they can be safely layered on top of each other.

I created it in Google Sheets, since it was the easiest way for me to incorporate the functionality I wanted. I recommend viewing it on a larger screen (computer or tablet), although it’s possible to get your way around on a phone as well.

Click to view the chart:
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You can share it with your art friends using this link:


https://bit.ly/MixedMediaMediumsChart



Video explanation of how to use the chart

Full transcript is at the bottom of this post.





Most of the information is based on my own experience, but I also researched every medium combination that I wasn’t familiar with. I included my sources, as well as other helpful video resources with mixed media demonstrations and tutorials in the “Credits & resources” tab.

This is not exact science, so you may find conflicting information about certain mediums on different websites and videos. I erred on the side of caution and included warnings about every possible problem that may arise. Artists can decide for themselves if they’re willing to take that risk.

Why did I create this resource?

	I wish I had something like this available when I was starting out.
	I’m a nerd and enjoy making spreadsheets.


I hope you find it useful!

Is something missing form this chart?

If you want to report an error, or add a medium that I haven’t listed, contact me or post a comment below.

I’ll credit everyone who submits corrections. However, I do require some form of evidence that your claim is correct (photos or videos of your artwork, or literature that supports the claim).

More mixed-media related articles and videos

	My 6 favorite mixed media art journal & sketchbook techniques
	My favorite black, white & red mixed media art supplies (video compilation)
	Art & creativity for mental health & wellbeing + mixed media self-portrait process
	Overcome art supply envy + cute kitten mixed media drawing




Video transcript

This is the art mediums compatibility chart which you can access at: bit.ly/MixedMediaMediumsChart

The link is in the video description and the pop-up thing on the top of the screen. This opens a Google Sheet document with the chart.

The chart shows how different art mediums interact together.

I chose the materials which I think are used most often in mixed media art.

There is also a list below with all the other materials I could think of that didn’t fit into the chart. On this list there’s either a reference to a very similar medium in the chart, or a short explanation of how it interacts with other materials.

Now let’s go back to the chart itself.

In the rows there are so called “bottom layers”. You choose the medium you have on your paper or canvas, and then go along the row to find a medium you’re considering putting on top of it.

If the font is too small or too big on your screen, you can use this zoom drop-down.

You can see there’s some color coding going on. There are 4 different ratings of how well the materials work together.

“Yes” means there are no caveats, you can just throw a thing on top of another thing and nothing bad is going to happen. Colored pencils on top of watercolor paint? No problem.

“Yes, but” means that in most cases it will work but there’s something you should double check. Watercolor over India ink should work, but some inks may not be completely waterproof, or they may need several hours to dry on certain papers. Test this combination on the paper you intend to use before you use it on an important drawing, so you avoid disappointment. This little flyout will tell you what to pay attention to.

“Caution” rating means there are potential problems or surprises ahead but if you take certain precautions or add a step in between you can make it work. Using acrylic paint over watersoluble pastels it’s not a bad decision and actually it can be really interesting. I do that all the time. But you have to be prepared that the colors from your original pastel drawing will mix with acrylic, and the paint is going to be tinted by the pastel, so you’ll have a bit of color mixing going on.

If the bottom layer is oil pastel and the top layer is watercolor, the pastel will resist any water-based paint. But that is potentially a cool effect you can use in your art. You can mark all the areas you don’t want your watercolor to cover. I use this technique to preserve white details when I paint water or rocks for example.

The “Not advisable” rating means that this combination of materials either will not work at all, or it might damage your art supplies, or it might potentially impact the longevity of your artwork. So even if it works at first, your art may degrade over time.

Oil- and wax-based mediums (that are not water-soluble) resist water-based mediums. The top layer of paint may start flaking off in a matter of a couple of years, so you don’t want to do that on art you intend to sell, give as a gift, or leave as a legacy for your family. You can play and experiment for sure, just know that your original artwork may not be archival.

What if you want to build more layers?

With any other medium you wish to add on top, double check both your first layer and the second layer.

Let’s say you have watercolor paint and then you have colored pencils, if you want to add soft pastels on top you check both how it interacts with watercolor and how it interacts with colored pencils.

And so on, the more layers you add, you’re going to have a little bit more to check in with except if you use something in between that will seal the layers. Let’s say you use acrylic paint or acrylic gesso over an entire painting, now it’s completely sealed and nothing below it will go through the acrylic, in that case you will take the acrylic paint or acrylic gesso as your bottom layer and check whatever you want to put on top of it.

This chart can also serve as inspiration for mixed media combinations that you haven’t tried yet. If you see something that is a clear “Yes”, or maybe something that is rated “Caution” but is easily overcome, maybe this will encourage you to try it out for yourself!

A lot of this information comes from my personal experience using the materials and trying things out.

But there’s a lot of information I had to research because I’m not working with all of the materials. I looked up information published by other artists who are sharing their tips and advice about art, both online and in books, as well as forum discussions. I included my sources in the list on the “Credits” tab.

Here you can either find the articles where I got certain information from, or video demonstrations of  mixed media art combinations.

Some of the materials we’re working with are rather new so there’s not so much information about how certain materials interact. We haven’t done enough testing yet to verify that something is potentially a problem, but we’re making educated guesses based on the properties of those materials.

You might be surprised to learn, as I was, that graphite is actually a very tricky material to combine with other materials. Graphite pencil is like the basis of all of our sketches but if you apply a lot of graphite it will resist most art materials and there are some risks involved.

I tried to include all the art supplies I could think of, but if you know of a material that is often used in mixed media or that you actually use please let me know! I will keep updating this resource and I’d be happy to include more materials.

Also if there are any errors in this chart or in the notes below, I’ll correct them if you tell me about it. Send me an email or comment on this video. However I do require that you provide some kind of evidence, photos or videos of art so I can see what it looks like, or something you found in a book, or learned about in class. Please cite your source so I can add it to the credits, and I will credit every artist who contributes information as well.

Now go check out the chart, and let me know what you think about it!

I hope to see you again in the next video. Bye bye!
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How I paint skin tones in acrylic + Free printable PDF mixing guide
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Create content marketing that matters in less time







Get the free chapter of my book
“The Human Centered Brand”


“The Human Centered Brand” is a guide for service-based business owners who want to craft an authentic brand that’s rooted in their values, and leverages their unique personality. Enter your contact details below, and the free chapter, workbook, checklist, and other bonuses will be sent to your inbox right away!



Optionally, you may choose to subscribe to regular email updates with branding tips, articles, resources, workshops, etc. You also have the option of receiving Nela's Letters with articles on art, design, cultivating creative productivity and growing your business, plus exclusive members-only content and special offers delivered via email.




First Name




E-mail




I want to receive emails on the following topics:

 “The Human Centered Brand” book updates & resources

 Nela's Letters on creativity, art, business & personal growth


















Join Now





Your contact information is safe, and will not be used in ways other than stated on this page. Read the Privacy Policy for more information on how your personal information is stored and processed.




Some blog articles contain affiliate links to products on Amazon or Jackson's Art Supplies. I’ll get paid a few cents if you buy something using my link, and there’s no extra charge to you.






Leave a Reply Cancel reply
If you're new here, please read the commenting guidelines before posting. By submitting your comment, you consent to your comment and personal information being collected in accordance with the Privacy Policy.
Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *
Comment * 
Name * 

Email * 

Website 

 Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.
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Hello, I’m Nela!

I’m the Brand Design Fairy Godmother, visual artist, writer, and teacher.

I run a boutique branding & design consultancy that helps experienced service-based businesses impress their dream clients. I also wrote the book “The Human Centered Brand: A Practical Guide to Being Yourself in Business”.

On this blog I share actionable tips on art, design, creativity, business, productivity, and marketing to help you create more of your beautiful work & earn money doing what you love. I also offer a glimpse into my personal journey of a working creative, with all the challenges it brings. Read more about me…



Search



Check out my book: “The Human Centered Brand”
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Reader favorites
 	Who the Hell needs “branding”? Here’s how to get noticed, your way.
	The difference between the $100 logos, $1.000 logos and $10.000 logos
	Branding guidelines (style guides) demystified
	Top 11 Easy-to-fix Beginner Design Mistakes (with visual examples + free checklist)
	Why I don’t want to grow my freelance studio into an agency
	5 types of travel sketching kits I use: watercolor, minimal, study kit & more
	What will people think? 10 steps to overcoming your fear of visibility
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My writing, interviews & features around the web
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Does your brand need a bit of magic dust?

I can become your design fairy godmother and transform your brand from a frog into a prince.


My design services

















Get the free chapter of my book “The Human Centered Brand”

“The Human Centered Brand” is a guide for service-based business owners who want to craft an authentic brand that’s rooted in their values, and leverages their unique personality. Enter your contact details below, and the free chapter, workbook, checklist, and other bonuses will be sent to your inbox right away!

Optionally, you may choose to subscribe to regular email updates with branding tips, articles, resources, workshops, etc. You also have the option of receiving Nela's Letters with articles on art, design, cultivating creative productivity and growing your business, plus exclusive members-only content and special offers delivered via email.








Your name




Your e-mail





I want to receive emails on the following topics:

 “The Human Centered Brand” book updates & resources
 “Creativity Keys” book updates & resources
 Nela's Letters on creativity, art, business & personal growth











 


Join Now



Your contact information is safe, and will not be used in ways other than stated on this page. Read the Privacy Policy for more information on how your personal information is stored and processed.
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