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Babar is not quite happy

March 25, 2024 2:36 PM    Subscribe

	
	
Laurent de Brunhoff, ‘Babar the Elephant’ author, dies aged 98 [CNN]; Laurent de Brunhoff, l’un des pères de Babar, est mort [Le Monde]; Décès de Laurent de Brunhoff, père d’un Babar controversé [Le Soir]

Representations of French Colonialism in The Story of Babar the Little Elephant [PDF]

Freeing the Elephants; [The New Yorker; ungated]

On Babar: Model of Integration or Crumbling Myth?

	posted by chavenet  (15 comments total)
	 
7 users marked this as a favorite

 
		
			
				
				
				
				
				
		

	
 

	
		[bookmark: 8539773]I learned to decipher cursive so I could read some of the Babar books from my local library. I later realized that Babar was problematic and an image from a more innocent time time more forgiving of colonialism, but I will always be grateful for the magnetic stories that urged me to overcome difficulties to read more.
posted by GenjiandProust at 2:44 PM  on March 25 [4 favorites] 


 
		[bookmark: 8539777]Aw... They were deeply flawed and plus the picture of poisoned Cornelius scared the shit out of my young self, but I loved those books. 



How on Earth was Laurent de Brunhoff alive this whole time!? Amazing.
posted by Don Pepino at 2:53 PM  on March 25 [9 favorites] 


 
		[bookmark: 8539778](Oh, right: it was a father and son operation. Nevertheless. I remain amazed.)
posted by Don Pepino at 2:58 PM  on March 25 [2 favorites] 


 
		[bookmark: 8539780]Never really read any of the books at an age old enough to realize they were colonialist in nature, but their art style was deeply influential on children's book illustration across generations and is still something I can conjure up in my mind's eye instantly. 



.
posted by hippybear at 3:08 PM  on March 25 [3 favorites] 


 
		[bookmark: 8539784].
posted by Songdog at 3:19 PM  on March 25 


 
		[bookmark: 8539786]🐘
posted by clavdivs at 3:35 PM  on March 25 [5 favorites] 


 
		[bookmark: 8539787]I read these books in the early 70s when I was a kid and they were so out of date then that I assumed the author had already been long dead. I'm stunned he's still alive.
posted by dobbs at 3:37 PM  on March 25 [2 favorites] 


 
		[bookmark: 8539788]Literally NOT still alive, hence this post.
posted by hippybear at 3:38 PM  on March 25 [4 favorites] 


 
		[bookmark: 8539789]Babar was always one of my favorites, growing up.  He sits side by side with Madeline in that his world was so alien compared to, say, the Berenstain Bears--I was either too young to understand the concept of books being written in other countries, or no one bothered to explain it to me--I was about to say I treated it as fantasy, but well, yes, you would treat a talking elephant as fantasy.  But that was different than talking bears who clearly lived in America!



(I guess, because it was fantasy, the sort of wish-fulfilment that works with kids--the fear of losing parents, the hope of being around people who understand and support you, the dream of returning home and coming into your own--it would not occur to me to embark on the sort of criticism mentioned in the CNN piece.  "de Brunhoff omits all the plundering, racism, underdevelopment and misery from his story..."  Like...I don't know what kind of children's book that criticism envisions?)
posted by mittens at 3:49 PM  on March 25 [12 favorites] 


 
		[bookmark: 8539793].
posted by ivanthenotsoterrible at 3:55 PM  on March 25 


 
		[bookmark: 8539795]Profoundly beautiful...
posted by Czjewel at 4:09 PM  on March 25 [1 favorite] 


 
		[bookmark: 8539799].



I don't know what kind of children's book that criticism envisions



I tend to agree--agree hard, in fact--but I will say that yankeefog's picture book published last year, which I read this weekend, handles war, migration, Nazis, and ghettos... and it's sweet and moving. I'm not sure how ready the world was for critical children's books in the days of Babar, but there seems to be more room these days.
posted by cupcakeninja at 4:16 PM  on March 25 [3 favorites] 


 
		[bookmark: 8539808].
posted by mdoar at 4:44 PM  on March 25 


 
		[bookmark: 8539815]>they were so out of date then that I assumed the author had already been long dead.



It sounds like the guy who died is the SON of the guy who did the first books, who died in the 1930s.



"Writer and illustrator Laurent de Brunhoff, who continued his father’s legacy by producing dozens of original books for his “Babar the Elephant” series, has died aged 98.



De Brunhoff was just 12 when his father died of tuberculosis, in 1937, having published five books for the series."
posted by Sing Or Swim at 5:07 PM  on March 25 


 
		[bookmark: 8539817]I had no idea he was still around. Along with various Dr. Seuss titles, I would check out the Babar books from my local library constantly when I was a kid. Later, as an adult, I bought The Art of Babar from a used bookstore on a whim. Of course, I'm well aware of the Babar books' problematic aspects now, but even as a kid, I knew these were older stories, with all that entails.



Also, elephants were one of my favorite animals when I was little. I wonder how much Babar had to do with that. 



Thanks for all the stories, Mr. de Brunhoff.



.
posted by May Kasahara at 5:09 PM  on March 25 [2 favorites] 
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					metafilter is a weblog that anyone can contribute a link or a comment to. A typical weblog is one person posting their thoughts on the unique things they find on the web. This website exists to break down the barriers between people, to extend a weblog beyond just one person, and to foster discussion among its members.
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